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Neither phrase has idiomatic meaning 
 that is naturally positive... 
 
Still, in the most profound sense of the word, 
Advent turned Christmas is the season of Star 
gazing. 
 
It has been said that the wise still seek Him- 
Some would contest that.  Perhaps it is not the 
Wise but the Simple, but then is it not possible  
that the simplest is the most wise? 
 
To follow the Star means to lift ones eyes to that 
which is beyond our own navel- beyond our own 
selvesé  beyond even that which is considered to 
be of this world. 
 
It is to see that which is beyond such- It is to con-
fess with a sage of our own age:  "I have come to 
believe," this certain world renowned scientist 
confessed, "there is nothing in or of this world 
which explains this 'world'." 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Voice

A Note from Pastor Hillmer 
 

      Under the rubric of “Yes, Virginia, there is a 
Santa Claus,” I would like to thank the couple 
who paid for my lunch at The Village on 
Wednesday 13 December.  I had just ordered 
my usual lunch when my waitress appeared with 
$8 and said, “This is the balance of the amount 
someone left to pay for your lunch.” 
 “What? Who?” I asked. 
 “They didn’t say.” She answered. 
 “Where are they?” 
 “They’re gone.” 
     She got an $8 tip, Renee, my secretary got 
the French Silk Pie, and I had a lilt in my step 
(no easy matter) as I left.  Thank you, whoever 
you are, Anonymous Members of St. John’s, I 
trow.  You made my day.  If you reveal yourself 
to me I will give you a holy kiss. 

34!2 '!:%23 !.$ .!6%, 

YOUR 2018  
CHURCH  
ENVELOPES  
ARE HERE 

 

      Please pick up  
    your envelope in  
the narthex. 
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Thank You, Thank You, Thank You ï 
From Missions 
 
On behalf of all the Missions teams at St. John's 
(which includes Missions, Outreach, Youth, Sunday 
School, etc) we would like to thank you for your tre-
mendous support during the past year.  Some of pro-
grams which you supported during 2017 include Mn 
Adult and Teen Challenge, Options for Women 
(baby bottle boomerang), Family Pathways (clothing 
drive, school supply drive, Pajama Pride, food pantry, 
etc.), Minnesota Food Share (Pack the Pews), Gide-
ons, Feed My Starving Children (three times), Red 
Cross Blood Drives (two times), Youth Reach Work 
Camp, Adopt an Angel, Christmas Tree, Food Bas-
kets, Pastor's Discretionary Fund, and many others. 
Again, we and those who we have reached out to dur-
ing the past year say ñThank Youò. 
 
 
Scheduled for the near future are the following: 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive at St. John's on February 13th 
from 1:00 ï 7:00pm.  Missions will team with Evan-
gelism. 
Mn Adult and Teen Challenge choir will be at St. 
John's on February 18th, both services with lunch 
served to them following the 9:30am service. Mis-
sions will team with Outreach to host this event. 
Feed My Starving Children food packing session in 
Coon Rapids on February 24th from 4:30 ï 6:30pm. 
Missions will team with Youth and the Sunday 
School (not yet confirmed) on this event. 
 
Please look for additional information for each of 
these events in February's Voice and in future Sunday 
bulletins. Contact Harvey Berg at 651-462-1168 if 
you would like more information at this time. 

(Continued on page 1) 
 

The Star of Christmas is the reminder that this 
something has entered our sphere of existence 
  and this sphere, and this existence, has never 
since been the same. 
 
CHILD OF GOD: 
Lift your eyes to that Star once again, as pil-
grims throughout the centuries have.  Experi-
ence the thrill and the peace and the joy that 
comes with being so lifted-- beyond navels, be-
yond selves, 
beyond everything else which has its origins in 
the realm we call our own. 
 
HE HAS COME!!!  
THE CHRIST CHILD IS BORN!!! 
 
And the Star shines once again visible to all 
who in faith will lift their eyes to see. 
 
STAR GAZERS!  CHILDREN OF GOD!  It is 
Advent turning Christmas once again!  Lift up 
your eyes, and CELEBRATE! 
 

THIS IS YOUR SEASON! 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 
     It is time to add new people to our Prayer Chain.  
The Prayer Chain Passes on information regarding 
people’s concerns.  The concerns maybe regard-
ing:  illness, deaths, test results and emotional 
stress, finial and spiritual needs.  Many times there 
is a prayer request for thanksgiving or celebrations 
also. 
     Prayers to the Lord does make a difference.  
There are currently 20 people on Prayer Chain.  
And we would like to add many more people.  
When people know they are being prayed for they 
feel up lifted, cared for and secure.  The Prayer 
Chain involves only notifying the next person or 2 
on the list. 
     Remember Jesus said, “And in all things, what-
soever you ask in prayer, believing, ye shall re-
ceive.”  And may God shower blessing on your 
days.   
     Please see Linnea Kment at church or call her at 
651-464-7490 if you have questions or you are in-
terested.  Please pray fully while you consider join-
ing the Prayer Chain. 
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JANUARY WILLING WORKERS FOR CHRIST 

     8 AM SERVICES 
        GREETERS  
07  Dewaine & Joyce Hischer 
14  Jim & Cindy Johnson & Kids 
21  Youth Group 
28  Warren & Gloria Westlund 
 

READERS   
07  Nancy Nelson 
14  Bill Pohl 
21  Youth Group 
28 Anne Schiller 
 

USHERS   
07  Terry Linroth & Ken Waha 
14  Duane & Nancy Nelson 
21  Youth Group 
28 Kirk & Lori Dahle 
 

LAY-SHEPHERD  
07  Linnea Kment 
14  Mike Kment 
21  Youth Group 
28  Corky Peterson 

COUNCIL PERSON  
ON DUTY 

07   
14 
21   
28   
 

FELLOWSHIP HOST 
 

07   
14 
21  Youth Group 
28   
 

ACOLYTE 8 AM 
07   
14 
21  Youth Group 
28   
 

ACOLYTE 9:30 AM 
07   
14 
21  Youth Group 
28   

     ALTAR GUILD  
 Set Up   Clean Up    Set Up      Clean Up 
07  Cindy Johnson         Louise Wilmer      14  Loreen Beckett   Sharon Jaworski 
21  Nancy Charpentier    Evelyn Dockham     28  Cindy Johnson   John Rice 

WE WISH EACH ONE OF YOU A BLESSED DAY AND PRAY THAT GOD WILL BLESS YOU 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

ñGive, and it will be given to you. A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken to-
gether and running over, will be poured 
into your lap. For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you.ò   
     Luke 6:38  

9:30 SERVICES 
 GREETERS  

07  Chris Frost 
14  Jim & Cindy Johnson & Kids 
21 Youth Group 
28 Karol Krier & Judy Freerks 
 

READERS  
07  Linda Olson 
14  Steve Ford 
21  Youth Group 
28 Fritz Wheatley 
 

USHERS  
07  Chris Frost & Deb Anderson 
14  Joan Kaiser & John Rice 
21  Youth Group 
28 Theo & Tyler Patrin 
 

LAY-SHEPHERD  
07  Linda Welch   
14  Joan Kaiser  
21  Youth Group 
28  Cheryl Shanahan 

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING  
Please note that the Annual Congregation Meeting has been changed to Sun-
day, February 11, at 10:30 am this year.  Copies of the Annual Report will be 
available in the narthex for parishioners to take home and review prior to the 
meeting by January 15.  If you have any questions, please contact the church 
office. 
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     & the SARAH M AE     Birkeland Boys 

2ÛÐÙɯ8ÖÜÙɯ2ÖÜÓɯÞÐÛÏɯ'ÖÔÌÎÙÖÞÕɯ,ÐÕÕÌÚÖÛÈ 

&ÖÚ×ÌÓɯȫɯ!ÓÜÌÎÙÈÚÚɯ,ÜÚÐÊ 
Sunday, January 14, 8:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A big thank you goes to all of our Sunday School 
and Preschool teachers and staff who worked so 
hard on this year’s children’s Christmas programs.  
The performances were cute, meaningful and well 
attended.  St. John’s has been truly blessed by the 
dedication and commitment of our staff & volun-
teers.  Thanks! 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE SIGN UP FOR FELLOWSHIP 

 
We need help with the morning fellowship.  
We need people to make the coffee and 
bring the treat.  If you can help please sign 
your name on the clipboard that is passed 
around during services. 

Cupcake and Holiday  

Treat Fundraiser   
L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ hǎŎŀǊ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ 
ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀǎ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ L ǿƛƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƭƻǳŘŜǊ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ǝƳŜ 
Ǌǳƴǎ ƻǳǘΦ ²Ŝ ƳŀŘŜ Ϸрлл ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇŎŀƪŜ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ Ϸтнл ƻƴ ƻǳǊ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ ¢ǊŜŀǘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊΗ DƻŘ ƛǎ 
ƎƻƻŘΦ  L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ƻǊπ
ƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎΥ YƛƳ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ YŀǊƻƭ YǊƛŜǊΣ 
5ŀǾŜ bŜƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ YƛƳ {ŎƘƳƛŘǘΦ  ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ 
ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǳǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŘƻǿƴΣ bƻǊƳ ϧ YȅƭŜ !ƴŘŜǊπ
ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ƭƛŎƛŀ 9ǊƪŜƴōǊŀŎƪ Σ ƻǳǊ ōŀŎƪǎ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ 
ƳǳŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ όŀƴŘ 
ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎύ ŎǳǇŎŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ όŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘύ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƻƻŘƛŜǎΦ  L 
ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭΦΦΦ                           ±ƛŎƪŜȅ bŜƭǎƻƴ 
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January 2018  
Faith Formation News 

Attention 3
rd
, 4
th
 and 6

th
 Graders and Parents: 

Expect a letter in December outlining the following 
learning activities scheduled for January 2018: 
Third Grade: Study the Worship Service with 
Parents. There will be time allowed on Sundays 
for both parents and their third graders to observe 
the Worship service to learn about the elements of 
the Lutheran Worship service and to participate in 
the services. 
Fourth Grade: Study the Gospel of Mark with 
Parents. The parents of fourth graders will be con-
tacted and meet with Pastor Mary Ellen to learn 
together with 18 devotional readings of the Gospel 
of Mark. 
Sixth Grade: Study Prayer. A retreat on prayer is 
scheduled on Saturday January 6 from 9 AM – 3 
PM at St John’s. 
 

 Any questions, please call Pastor Mary Ellen. 

 
 

FAITHWEAVERS 
Faithweaver classes resume on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 3rd at 6:30 pm.  New students, grades Kin-
dergarten—6th, are always welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL THANKS 
We extend a heartfelt thanks to all of the choirs 
here at St. John’s:  The Senior Choir, Bell Choir, 
Youth Choir and the Contemporary Choir.  
Throughout the past year, they have provided us 
with beautiful music for our worship services.  In 
particular, thanks to our organist, Lynne Graber, 
for putting together this year’s choir concert, and to  
the Senior, Youth and Bell Choirs for all of their 
work in preparing for the Christmas Choral Ser-
vice. 

 

SCRAPBOOK & CRAFTING 
WEEKEND  

– Feb 2nd & 3rd.  If you are interested 
in attending or for more information. 
Contact Teresa Humble 651-674-
0601 please leave a message. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
 
All Confirmation students in grades 6 & 7 are re-
quired to attend a retreat on Saturday, January 
6th from 9 am-3 pm at St. John’s.  It will be a day 
of learning “About Prayer.”  We look forward to 
seeing you all then! 
 

YOUTH SUNDAY  

& POTLUCK  
 
–  January 21

st
.  The youth will be leading all of 

our worship services that day.  If you are partici-
pating you must arrive prior to 8 am. Also, please 
bring a dish to share and join the youth as they 
celebrate Kathy’s retirement as Youth Director. 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST  
 
Christian Outreach will be holding their next fel-
lowship breakfast on Sunday, January 7th, be-
tween services until food runs out. 
 
Through the generosity of our congregation, 
many families received Christmas gifts from the 
Outreach Giving Tree. 
 
What a beautiful testament to the love of Christ! 
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St. Johnôs Lutheran Church  
Financial Report 

 

October2017 
 

        Budget Offerings (5 Sundays) $    17,130.00 
 

        Actual Offerings Received  $    13,069.00 
 

    __Offering Budget Shortage (-)       ( $    4,061.00)__ 
 

 Office Expense                 $       484.00   
 Postage                 $         30.00 
 Worship Supplies    $       126.00 
 Ins. Bldg Liability    $       774.00   
 Payroll Service Feeôs      $         33.00 
          _____________________ 
     Administrative Exp.  $     1,447.11 
 

 Excel Electric      $       635.00 
 Excel Gas     $         76.00 
 City Water & Trash    $       450.00 
 Custodial SuppliesðMisc.   $       441.00 
 Building Repair & Maintenance   $       385.00 
      _____________________________ 
      Building Expenses   $    1,987.00 
 

 Employee Salaries    $  10,423.00 
 Visiting Pastors     $           0.00 
 Work Comp Ins.    $       255.89 
  ______________________________ 
     Total Salaries   $  10,678.89 
 

 Christian Outreach   $       68.00 
 

     Total Expenses   $  14,181.00 
 End of Month Total (-)   ($   1,765.00) 
 (offerings minus expenses) 

 _______________________________________ 
 

 Check Book Balance    $ 47,064.35 
 Liabilities     $          0.00 
 Actual Cash Balance    $ 47,064.35 
 

 Dedicated Accounts Balance   $ 16,703.43 
 Church Account Balance   $ 30,360.92 
  

 General Offering Balance   Year to Date    (-)  ($    6,546.00) 
 

If you have any questions regarding this report,  
please call Patha Vue Treasurer at (651) 313-3165 

Thank You! 

 

St. Johnôs Lutheran Church  
Financial Report 

 

November 2017 
 

        Budget Offerings (4 Sundays) $   13,704.00 
 

        Actual Offerings Received  $   13,332.00 
 

    __Offering Budget Shortage (-)            ($  372.00)__ 
 

 Office Expense                 $       321.00   
 Postage                 $       147.00 
 Worship Supplies    $       290.00 
 Confirmation          $       217.00   
 Sunday School     $         19.00 
 Advertising & Evangelism   $         79.00 
 Legal & Accounting    $       725.00 
 Computer Operation    $       124.00 
 Worship & Music    $       289.00 
 Payroll Service Feeôs      $         48.00 
   ________________________ 
    Administrative Exp.      $    2,250.00 
 

 Excel Electric      $          0 .00 
 Excel Gas     $           0.00 
 City Water & Trash    $       205.00 
 Custodial SuppliesðMisc.   $       447.00 
 Building Repair & Maintenance   $       588.00 
  _____________________________ 
     Building Expenses   $    1,240.00 
 

 Employee Salaries    $  11,177.00 
 Visiting Pastors     $           0.00 
 Work Comp Ins.    $           0.00 
  ______________________________ 
     Total Salaries   $  11,177.00 
 

 Christian Outreach    $      125.00 
 

  Total Expenses    $ 14,801.00 
 End of Month Total (-)   ($   1,765.00) 
 (offerings minus expenses) 

 _______________________________________ 
 

 Check Book Balance    $ 43,704.87 
 Liabilities     $          0.00 
 Actual Cash Balance    $ 43,704.87 
 

 Dedicated Accounts Balance   $ 17,320.43 
 Church Account Balance   $ 26,384.44 
  

   General Offering Balance   Year to Date   (-)  ($    8,015.00) 
 

BAPTISM  
 
We join with parents Michael & Tammy Merrell and godparents Mark Merrell 
and Michelle Mullin Kerfvliet in the joy of baptizing their son, Noah James Mer-
rell.  In Holy Baptism, God claims each of us as a child of his own, 
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Church Office:  651 -462-5115 
 

Pastor  Mark Hillmer  
Cell: 651 -925-6509 
 

Pastor Mary Ellen Steinkraus  
Cell: 651 -815-3633 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Super Bowl Pizza 
 

 – Youth will be taking pre-orders for Super Bowl 
Pizza. Order forms will be on information table in 
the narthex. Pizzas are $9.00 a piece or 3 for 
$25.00. Pizzas will be ready for pick up Feb 4th. 
 

 

YOUTH 

CHOIR  
Youth Choir resumes on January 3rd at 6 
pm.  New voices are always welcome.  
Please join us! 
 
 

h¦w [hw5 ²!{ tw!L{95 

The turnout at our Little Angel Preschool Christmas 
Program was staggering! We had parents, grandpar-
ents, aunts, uncles and friends attend. It warmed our 
hearts to see church members attend and even jump 
in and help us host. The children were very brave 
performing for everyone and did a great job praising 
our Lord. Thank you to everyone who participated in 
our book fair and craft sale, which was also a great 
success. 

 

YOUTH GROUP 
Youth Group is looking for a new Youth Di-
rector.  If you are interested please contact 
Teresa Humble or the office at 651-462-
5115. 
 

ïL§Zoyô¬¤ôZôcnoweôoyô«ngô²Z´ôngô¨n{¬weôm{Òô
and when he is old, he will not depart from 
o«Øð                               Proverbs 22:6 


